
SPIRITUAL GIFTS
Romans 12:4‑8
Consideration of the nature of the human body must cause one to wonder. Surely David was right when he exclaimed, "I am fearfully and wonderfully made." ( Ps. 139) The human body is one body made of many members. Some of the members are public and obvious, while others are private and hidden. All of the members of this one body are animated by a soul or spirit. But there is an even greater wonder involved in the body of Christ.

Body is the favorite figure by which Paul refers to the church. Two things about the body make it a very fitting figure by which to describe the church. One is the obvious unity of the body. The unity of the physical body is vital‑‑so is the unity of the spiritual body. Just as you cannot sever any member from the physical body without doing deadly harm to the member, neither can you sever an individual member away from the body of Christ without doing irreparable harm. The oneness and unity of the body is vital.

The other obvious thing is the diversity within the body. While the body ( the human) is one, it has many members‑‑and no two members have the same function. The diversity does not detract from the unity of the body‑‑rather it compliments it. So it is within the church‑‑both the local church and the church universal.

The discussion of spiritual gifts comes against this background. Interestingly this is the context in which Paul always discusses spiritual gifts. Yet much of the discussion of spiritual gifts in our day seems to result in a division within the church.

Three extremely important things about spiritual gifts are set forth in this passage, These three things must be basic in any discussion of this subject. If you will keep these three things in view, you will probably never err in your approach to spiritual gifts.

THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS ARE GRACE GIFTS
We often use another word for "grace gift". You are more likely to hear them called "charismatic" gifts in our day. But all this current word does is affirm that they are " grace" gifts. The "charis" part of that word is the transliteration of the Greek word for grace.

Paul presents them to us in our text like this‑‑"having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us." ( v.6) This word grace says something about us as well as something about God. Obviously when God gave us the gift of eternal life, it was according to grace. We were in such a position as sinners that we could neither earn or deserve the gift. But in like manner, we cannot earn or deserve any place of service in the body of Christ. Whatever spiritual gift you may have, it is purely a matter of grace. Your having the gift is evidence of the generosity of God ‑‑‑ not of your merit or deserving.

Such a view of spiritual gifts kills all pride. The preacher who is proud of his preaching is being proud over something with which he had nothing to do. His being a minister of the Gospel is totally a matter of grace. The same is true with each of the gifts listed in this passage.

Just to keep us mindful of this, God often bestows one of the more obvious gifts upon someone who is most obviously undeserving. Paul himself knew this to be true! Your having a spiritual gift says nothing about your character or spirituality ‑‑‑ only reveals that God is truly a God of grace.

THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS ARE DIVERSE
The diversity of the spiritual gifts is the primary emphasis of this passage. In speaking of the church as a body, the Apostle alludes to this. He reminds us that in a body all of the members do not have the same "office". The word means work or function. In the human body, this truth is self‑evident. Obviously the hand and foot function in the body differently, as do the eye and the ear. Each has its own function, but they differ.

So it is in the church, the spiritual body of Christ. In God's good pleasure He bestows upon each member a different function, or work to perform in the spiritual body. This function constitutes what we call a "spiritual gift".
Understanding this truth would prevent much of the modern confusion over spiritual gifts. Most of the confusion grows out of an unscriptural view that would give to each member of the body the same spiritual gift‑‑usually tongues. And then some would embody all of the spiritual gifts in one person. Any such view contradicts the plain teaching of Scripture. Nothing could be plainer than this, "having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us." ( v.6) "Differing" means just that‑‑they are different.

The enumeration of the spiritual gifts that follows is meant to confirm that they differ. The Apostle lists seven different spiritual gifts, and though there is a kinship between some of them, they are each different. Each gift is designed to meet a specific need of the body. The seven are prophecy, teaching, exhortation, giving ruling, ministry, and mercy. We will reserve the discussion of the individual gifts to our next message.

Another point of diversity in the gifts is motivation. Though the ultimate motive of service to the Lord Christ would be the same, the basic motivation of the person involved would be different. The approach of each person to a situation would be determined by the basic spiritual motivation growing out of their gift. A teacher will comprehend a situation in one light, while a person given to practical ministry will see it differently. Much of the misunderstanding experienced in church life grows out of a failure to appreciate the diversity of the spiritual gifts. The person whose spiritual gift is mercy, can never appreciate why the person with the gift of "ruling" or administration is always wanting to organize things. The person with the gift of ministry cannot understand why the person with the gift of teaching does not get excited about the things that excite him. We must cultivate an appreciation for the diversity of the spiritual gifts. A part of the difference between me and you can be explained by the difference in the spiritual gift the Lord has bestowed upon us.

THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS ARE FOR MINISTRY
Nothing could be more obvious, yet so many have missed it. The message of the whole passage affirms that whatever spiritual gift we may have, we have it for the sake of the body. This truth is also primary in Paul's discussion of spiritual gifts in the Corinthian letter. "But the manifestation of the spirit is given to every man to profit withal.'' (I Cor. 12:7)

This rules out any selfish interpretation of the spiritual gifts. Some discussion I have heard and read concerning the spiritual gifts seem to indicate that the gifts are primarily for the building up of the individual receiving the gift. Spiritual gifts are to be sought, we are told, because they will make you a better Christian, they will enable you to walk on a higher plane spiritually, Two things are wrong with that approach, First, we are not admonished to seek a spiritual gift, but to use fully and wisely the spiritual gift we have already received. Second, such an approach focuses on the wrong thing‑‑self and not the body. The focus in spiritual gifts is on the body.

In the Corinthian letter this provides the Apostle the criteria by which he measures the relative value of spiritual gifts. The gift that benefits the body the most is to be considered the most important of the gifts. It is using such a criteria that prompts Paul to put prophecy first and speaking in tongues last.

As you go through the list of the gifts listed by Paul, it is obvious each gift is for ministry. The prophet speaks to the church. The teacher instructs the church. The minister aids the members with personal and physical needs. The exhorter encourages the church. The church is in view in each gift.

This does not imply that the member does not benefit from exercising the spiritual gift the Lord has given to him. Indeed he does! He may well profit more than anyone else.

Are you able to confidently identify your spiritual gift? Of these things we can be sure. First, as a member of the body of Christ you do have a spiritual gift. This gift is the function you are to fulfill in the body of Christ. Second, this spiritual gift is supernaturally bestowed. God gave you this gift as an expression of His grace. Third, the gifts differ from individual to individual. Fourth, the gift should be used to minister to the body of Christ. You should use your gift in such a way that Christ will be honored and His people be built up.

